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“People eat. ext, and do thedr
makeup while deiving & the
bike lane,” sang the Com-
plaints Choir of Chicago
There is always a tall man
standing in front of me,”
lamented Helsinki™s choir., ©1
want my money back,” bel-
lowed Birmingham, England’s
Watching videps of these per
formances, an andence of es
pecially peevish Mew Yorkers
theered, They were members
of the newly founded Com
plaints Choér of Mew York
gathered at the Mehanata
Bulgarian Bar dewntown for
their First rebearsal. As Alan
Licht, the chair's comductor,
composer, and |wricist, led the
ErCHIp In soome Wars-up
srales—"Eellyaching el
aching, ™ they sang in the ca-
denoe of “Frére Jetques™ —the
5.|.-,'|:'|I;1_'|'i7|g;_ dark bar seemed 1o
|:||_.|I: Fvervane m the |:|.;'..;|1I
mood. “1 should vie gpone o
the beach,” griped choir coor-
dinator Marc Nasdor, Ouga-
nized by the nonprofit arts
auatfif Mew Wikdermess Foun-
datbon. the chair is a spin-all
af groups fomed by Finmish
arttst Tellervo Kallelnen
and German artist Oliver
Kochta-Kalleinen
Kallefmern's hushand amd
sametime oollzborator,

“We wani to make a truly
collective experbence out of
the complaints of individual
p-mplr-_' aaid Kalleinen, who
visited the rehearsal with
Kochta-Kalleinen 1o share
theeir expertise. Sinoe 2003 the
couple has formed complaints
chairs in six cities around the
world. Videos of thiss |wrlrr-.'-
mances are inchadid in the
show “Arctic Hysteria: Mew
Art From Finlamel,” on view at
P.5.1 in Queens through the
151h of this monih. In each
eity they put up fyers salicit-

ineg gripes from the locals,
somwe of whom join the chokr
amdd heldp write the song
*Anybady can take pan.”

Kalletnen tald the group. “And

it"s free. 11 would be crazy to
chasge for complasning.”

in the Finnish language
“eomplaims cholr® = an ex
pregtian used o (Base oon
slant kvetchers, “We ake
pursElves 5o seriously,” sald
EaBrinen. After the amists or
g.;l.rn:ﬁ'd the first chotr in
Birmingham, thedr |'.'l|'r‘|-::r-
mance video became & hit an
YouTube, Fans wrole to the
artists for tips on lorming
thidr owm chaoirs, and from
Jerusabem to Penn State,
recordings hegan papping up
on the site, Mext year the
Chicago-hased punk record
Lalse] Smig Vil will relesase a
feature-length Complaints
Chalr documentary

Like the choirs. Kalleinen
and Kochia-Ealleinen's other
collaboraiive propects often
take the form of large-scale
participatary performances
bl a0 the yearmangs and
dissatisfactbons of real people
They're currently working on
-1 Love My Job,” a serles of
chart films that s1age revenge
fantasies solicited [rom
Swidish prolessionals Tha
priject, produced by the
0% ='hnr|; Konsthall, wikl pre
miene kater this year

The Mew York choir, which
at press time wias prepasing
for an August debut at P51
Warm Up music series, gener
ated 500-odd complaints. Hy
and large. they [ound, New
Y arkers complained abaut
ather people. ("College stu-
dents vomit on my doorstep”
“My bayfriend always gets a
little pee o the floar.”) Peo-
ple in Saint Petershurg wor-
ried about unrequited love
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Hitting a Sour Note

and in Chécaga
50 percent of the complainis
were abaut trafiie, Kochta-
Kalleinen recalled, “There's
always a certain proudness of
people in their complaints cul-
tare, " ke said, “The media in
Budapest god really upset that
thiz was not o Hungakan in-
VENTIoN.”

Complainis
chairs parliomm in.
from lop, Saint
Petersburg, Helsinkl,
and Chicago.

— Lamirr Clark son
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