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CHICAGO (AP) -- From bad dates, to people who chew gum too
loudly, to global warming, no complaint is too ridiculous -- or too
sublime -- for the international complaints-choir movement.
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Now, it's reached the United States, thanks to a couple from Finland
out to combat the persistent American belief that it's best to think positively and keep
complaints to yourself.

"That's insane," Oliver Kochta-Kalleinen, 35, said after the Complaints Choir of Chicago
debuted this weekend in a sold-out auditorium at the Museum of Contemporary Art.
"We say you should sing (complaints) out ... acknowledge things aren't as they should
be. It's therapeutic.”

Kochta-Kalleinen and Tellervo Kalleinen, both of whom are artists, hit on their idea
three years ago while pondering the Finish word "valituskuoro," which translates into
"complaints choir" and refers to people complaining in packs.

The Kalleinens have started choirs from Australia to Israel devoted to the notion that it's
healthier to belt gripes out, and, better yet, in four-part harmony.

The couple organized the first successful Complaints Choir in Birmingham, England,
where a makeshift choir of college students sang in public squares and bars about pricey
beer.

It was meant to be a one-off experiment, but clips of the Birmingham choir got onto
YouTube, and they were inundated with e-mails.

That led to choirs in Helsinki, where singers bemoaned boring dreams, and one in
Budapest, Hungary, which ranted about a neighbor holding folk-dance practice in an
upstairs apartment.

After starting more than 20 such choirs elsewhere, the Helsinki couple say they traveled
here to end "the tyranny of the positive attitude in America."

Participants aren't required to have a musical background, but they must offer at least
one complaint for possible inclusion in the libretto.

Amy Levin's gripe made the cut. It was, "My ex-husband still lives in Chicago."

"When everyone's singing your complaint, it's very cathartic," the 38-year-old Chicagoan
said after Saturday's performance. "It's as if you have a lot of support for your
complaint."”

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-ODD-Complaints-Choir.html?_r=1&oref=slogin

More Articles in National »

Movies Update E-Mail

- Sign up for the latest movie news and reviews, sent
ﬁ every Friday.

See Sample | Privacy Policy

FileMaker Pro 9 is HERE!

00

W FileMaker

MOST POPULAR

E-MAILED BLOGGED @ SEARCHED

1. In Portland, Cultivating a Culture of Two Wheels
. Suffering, Evil and the Existence of God

. Devices Enforce Silence of Cellphones, Illegally
Op-Ed Contributor: Weed It and Reap

. Frugal Traveler | Chicago: Amid Architectural Glories,
Piles of Cheap Fun

. Paul Krugman: Wobbled by Wealth?
. The Turning of an Atheist

o op WD

. The Foreign Legions

O 0N o

. Bourbon & Bluegrass

10. Frank Rich: Noun + Verb + 9/11 + Iran = Democrats’

Defeat?

Go to Complete List »

OPINION

nytimes.com/opinion

The New Hork Times

The Colbert column

Page 1 of 2



Complaints in Four - Part Harmony - New York Times

Also in Opinion:
On the Net: The Colbert juggernaut

The Colbert generation?
Stephen Colbert is running and not everyone's laughing

Complaints Choir Worldwide: http://complaintschoir.org

More Articles in National »
ADVERTISEMENTS

Need to know more? 50% off home delivery of The Times.

Tips
To find reference information about the words used in this article, double-click on any word, phrase or name. A
new window will open with a dictionary definition or encyclopedia entry.

_h

A
SOV

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

OPINION » N.Y./ REGION » THEATER » MOVIES » OPINION »

Evil and
God

\

Dick Cavett: Halil, the Foster Children at Risk, Tom Stoppard’s Prague Special Section: Holiday
Conquered Hero and an Opportunity Lost Rock Movies

Stanley Fish
on Suffering,

Existence of

All the news that's fit to personalize.

The North Pole
by Andrew C

the

11/05/2007 05:36 PM

*(.‘n-’lv I

Was Here
. Revkin

WORLD »

Guy Fawkes Is Spared, and
England Is Restive

Home World | U.S. | N.Y./Redgion | Business | Technology @ Science | Health | Sports | Opinion @ Arts | Style | Travel | Jobs

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections RSS | EirstLook | Help = ContactUs

Real Estate
Work for Us

Automobiles Back to Top
Site Map

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-ODD-Complaints-Choir.html?_r=1&oref=slogin

Page 2 of 2



