Complaints Choir turns whining into high art

SINGIN' THE BLUES

THE CABRIES DRIVE like sulcldal
mankacs and the bike me
seem (o have a genuine death wish
Subweny anmouncrmeris ane mposs-
bbe o B Sty buses never arrive,
aml when they do, they come thee 5
& time. Yiour neighbor ook off fora
month's vacation in Eunope and the
ailarm chock tn her apartment has been
blaring contirmonsdy snee she leli.
I'eaple I Mew York City have mo
shonage of complaings but few con
Stnactive ways o vend them (scream-
ing from your fire escape doetn't
count), That keck stands bo be nefme-
adiesd tenkght with the first meeting of
the Mew York Complaings Choir,
Open to snyone booking to bitch
abwpal the city with Bke-mmimded whin-
ers, the group will compile com-
plaints, form inbo verse and sed
i o sl ready o be perionmed
in public. mizers such as Marc
Masdor, a kocal poet and D], have been

VTN rw';d’l:ll:lhnllm recTiie
angry altos and soee

“hi's mast that these things haven'
been expressed hefione,” Masdor savs,
“but when someone is handed a cand
that says 1-&&?;&‘@ the: Com-
plaints Chois’ izt bt up and re-
alixe this is thelr chance”

rexsdor hews already gathesed an bm-
pressive Bstof grievances for the cho-
e

“T sarited Hlarkem to gt better, ot
“Comomuter irakns leaving New
Yorkstop grgy it 150, bk e nigght-

clubs huve anything poing on uniil
it

"My bﬂp{rh—m abways pets o Lt
pe o the foor,
Thee first Ii_'.'-lum;l.-.miﬂu W

" atied in 2005 by artist Tellervo Kallein-

en and her hushand, Oliver Kochis-
Kalkeinen, of Helsinkl, Finland, The
concepd originafed with the Finnish
word valinsslonen, whaich refers o a
bunch al people complatning s the
same time. The couple has since
helped ongndse chodrs in Ergland, [5
el Ausiralia, Bhessia and clsowhiene
Lasst year, o choir of 52 dingers ormed
in Chicago 1o décry the Windy Cirys
Iy, My Shorloomangs.

*The Complainte Cholrs ane all
aboair the general public.” Nagdor
says. “This is not a groap of arsic
This s 2 growp of Mew Yorkers ol all
age=s, shupes, stz and ethadcn”

The Mew York Complainds Cholr s
being formed in conjunction with
P51 mew exhibit “Arctic Hysterac
Mew Art from Finland,” which in-

cludes st videos of past complaims
chairs, all playving stmaltanecasy and
sangring at each ofher in diffenant k-
husees. Sinie thi Finnish artists werne
coamangg fo st up that exchibil, they de-
clidesd 1o bmirach a chair in the B Ap-

, ou,

“Thhe Eact that it ooooes both achance
o venid and a musical production is
what Lxscimates people,” i Danvad
Wiinstein, the dirostor of pablic pro-
grams at Wi, the museum's in
house mdio station, “¥ou had kocal
g alneady ewpressing an interest
i ..I:l.ll.n.:m“uu.r.llrn this exhibat came
to 1150 and the Finnlah consulae
stepped in with financing, It seems
like the complaints chalr's thme has
l.1.||1||. * fior e Yok

’hfrrﬂ mevting of the New York
Ciniray -lrh'u‘]'anr i3 bl for 1o
dayat 4 pum, af Mehanmt: Belgarian
e, 133 L paafionar S-S covmplainrerfuedr
ory for maone infi

A sampling of lyrics from Complaints Choirs:

N IERUSALEM W IUNEALL, ALASHA
*McDonalds doesrt  “Durnewspapers ans
give you enough Wiy Lo thin, To pet &
ketcrusp. Football state job, you've got
players onhy date Do harg a state Job
modeds.” Thaewinter's too dark.
H BERAIHGHAN, A IE raine, andit
ENCLAND FabnG, ard Braing

"I oo farasayinom ST PETERSRUREG,
thesea. Wy don't RLISSLA

they pay me more! “The wasiresses ane
Ufewasgood before. 2o rude, The No. g
Wy is the begr soex-  bus leaves svery five
e rrsie ik L™ minutes, but it never

comes back. lcan't
traved without 4 visa,
and life is & perma-
nent artistic erisis”
N DUDAPEST,
HUNCARY

Al the roads are dug
up and the bridges
chosed, public rransit
5100 Ex et e, v
we travel cursing the
whale way The bike
Lared ane made af
cobblestones”
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