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By dreaming big and planning smart, one Chicago
- G reen couple has turned their personal passions into a rewarding
I‘ﬂﬂ\l’E life that will continue to give back for years 1o come.
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B knining the mainsiresn mdver ngally inberested Frank
#nd Lisa Maueer. Bath prowd desamens even bafore thoy
mel at @ Los Lobos concert back in III“EEE 20 yedrs
&R, the Maucens use oulsite-the-bax |.|I-'I:l.if'l,g_ a5 a
creative technegue to murtung their eco-frierdy Iife. By
mefging their record company ambitions and their kv
o ihe ermaranment they hawe creatsd an environmentally
||'|5E|il|-"|E v /work space they hope will IEF:I[E' the
imaginations of thalr Chicago community and colleagses
in the recording ndusiry, Their newly renovated buiding,
a former old comer storg and bar located in Chicago's
artistic Buckioen nelghbarhocd. |s the United States'
first and only residence that is LEED certified—a grean-
bullding rating system designed by the U.S. Green Building
Council—generating its own elecincty through the use
of sodar pandls ard wing twbnes, and using peothermal
hsating and cooling.

Although the couple was on 8 traditional corporats
track—Frank worked &% an attorny and Lisa warkesd in
financi-—Fey drisamed of ditching tha G0hour wark waa ks
that were fecling increasingly pointless. As devoted k-
androliers, they waented 1o dive haadfiirst inbo their musacal
passlons. After atints in Cleveland and Rend, the pair
decided 1o reinvent their lite in Chicago, “Chicago sioed
oul to us,” s Frank. “The Windy City has ana of the
strongest green initiatheas in the country and is striving
to be the greenest metropaliten eres in Amenca”
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With the help of & greenseay aechitect, they created

a building plan thet includes twe wind turbings, 30 solar
elecinc pamnels, geathermal heating and ceoling, and a
1. 800 square-foot green roof that sernves as the homeas
yard, “The wind tusbines in combination with the solar
pangls should creats 8l least 40 percent of all the
@cincity we nesd. Under ideal conditions il will produce
1040 parcent,” ams Frank, And there's aven a chance
that the Mauces' system might produce mone enengy
than Is needed for their home, in which case the excess
glectnoty 18 distributed back 1o the city™ energy grid
and they recalve a credit on their electric bill.

Ag with @y construction project, thare wane siumbling
blocks, Daspite Chicago's green reputation, the city's
résidential hedght restrictions prohibaed building the
wind turbines. Bul by wirking with the city, the coupe
hizlped Chicage create new erdinances whach now
enérpl wind turbines from the haight reatrictions.

"Our neighbors are really Fascinated by what's happening
on the rood,” ey Lisa. “We had 10 got the okay from
them 10 do the wing turbines, and they were ke, 'Yeah,
g farit,' They had no probdems at all.” One of the
couple’s fovorite design features i3 the use of crushed
recond s In ke Rocnng materal, which they helped
to create. Frank smashed the records with 8 hammer
and then Lisa ground the bits with a blender. “i's a
really personal way to recycle and it reslly screams
‘us.'" soys Lisa.

*I feit. and still feel, that the more people | tell about
this wiy of iving, the bigder posithve impact 1l have,
and the less negative impact we will &l hase on thi

environment.” acdds Frani



¥ The 5,600 square-foot strutture offers plenty of
room far their recond company, Smog vesl Reconds.
Frustrated by the amount of washe in Lheé music
business, the Mauceris are renning Smog Veil undar
strict grean guidelings. One first step Is starting fo
release music in MP3 formal ngtesd of as CDs,

“Wo're climinating the use of jewel cases and using
cardhoard packaging instead, replacing paper press
kit with POFs, offering downdoadable oigital boaklets
from our website instead of CD inserts, and taking
e message of greening the music industry to others
in the hopes that they will implement those practces
within thelr business,” says Frank, In additien 15 theae
mievas, the Maucerds say they practios the evryday
acts thal amyone can do: being carelul about the
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F Lk 50 many peopke who crove an epic Bfe they can
pe prowd of, the Mavcers kept thair oye on the fulune
grid hamessed their dreams, “How | feal Bla | can go
te &leeg at night under this very green roof and feed
good about rryself, my housa, and the way we choose
to live,” says Lisa, “If | can make a diffesence, even d
it's @ very sl personsl diference, I'm glad 10 do 1L
It's our green dream ©ome e,

l_‘m cl»nhnn to soe the finished Rome ooo oo
¢ at nationalgeographic.com/LifeDreams

amouni of enetgy they use in the office, recyeling
paper, and composting. “We'd alse like (o replace

our inetficient delivery tuck with 8 wastevegoiable-od,
biodiosal, or checiric model” says Lisa,

Measuring their efforts is an important part of the
Meuceris® plan, “It's mportant for us Lo be able (o
irack what our efforis do.” he says. “We'ng taking
special cang 1o measune haw much pager wa'vl used
in theer past in our business and how muoch we 'l e
using once our green agends 13 fully mplemenied.

“In the music industry, the ons thing that's goirg 10
make @ diference s showng that the impiementalion
of green praclices within your Dusiness reduces your
overhead and increases your net profits,”

When asked if she and Frank view thomsalves as
dreamars, Lisa regponds with an affirrmative yes:
“Absolutaly. it's always impartant 1o be oplimisiic
abouwt Iife and what you'ne dalng S0 you're not stuck
in @ bubble. | (hink you see limitess possibiities when
you're dreaming, and then it ghes you axcitement and
the vision (o kecp going fonward,”
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